340                               LECTURE VII.

Tama and NaHketas.

One of the best known among the Upanisliads is
the KaZ/za Upanishad. It was first introduced to
the knowledge of European scholars by Ram Mohun
Roy, one of the most enlightened benefactors of his
own country, and, it may still turn out, one of the
most enlightened benefactors of mankind. It has
since been frequently translated and discussed, and it
certainly deserves the most careful consideration of
all who are interested in the growth of religious and
philosophical ideas. It does not seem likely that we
possess it in its* original form, for there are clear
traces of later additions in it. There is in fact the
same story told in the Taittiriya Brahmarca, III, 11,
8, only with this difference, that in the Brahmarca
freedom from death and birth is obtained by a peculiar
performance of a sacrifice, while in the Upanishad it
is obtained by knowledge only.

The Upanishad consists of a dialogue between a
young child, called NaHketas, and Yama, the ruler of
departed spirits. The father of Na/ciketas had offered
what is called an All-sacrifice, which requires a
man to give away all that he possesses. His son,
hearing of his father's vow, asks him, whether he
does or does not mean to fulfil his vow without
reserve. At first the father hesitates; at last, be-
coming angry, he says: f Yes, I shall give thee also
unto death/

he is not touched; unfettered, he does not tremble, he does not fail.
How, O beloved, should he know the knower ? Thus, 0 Maitreyi, thou
hast been instructed. Thus far goes immortality.* Having said so,
Yi^navalkya went away (into the forest). 15.